
2020 Code Adoption – Quick Facts 

• All Canadian Codes (Building, Energy, Plumbing & Fire Codes) now have 2020 editions. 
• Provincial adoption of the 2020 NBC is scheduled for March 31st as per the Provincial 

Government’s harmonization agreement 
• Stratford will propose to adopt the codes shortly after via Council approval, likely at April’s 

regularly scheduled Council meeting (scheduled for April 10th) 
• The Town will be adopting the 2020 National Building Code and the 2020 Energy Code. We 

currently have adopted the 2015 NBC and the 2017 Energy Code.  
• Significant changes include the following: 

o Technical requirements for large farm buildings are added, which address fire 
protection, occupant safety, structural design, and heating, ventilating, and air-
conditioning.  

o Encapsulated mass timber construction is introduced, enabling the construction of 
wood buildings with up to 12 storeys. 

o Accessibility requirements are updated to reduce barriers related to 
anthropometrics, plumbing facilities, signage, entrances, and elevators. 

o Design requirements for evaporative equipment are revised to minimize the growth 
and transmission of Legionella and other bacteria. 

o A home-type care occupancy is introduced to allow safe and affordable care in a 
home-type setting. 

o Energy performance tiers are established to provide a framework for achieving 
higher levels of energy efficiency in housing and small buildings. (Sources: NRC, 
Government of Canada website) 

• All permit applications received after adoption are required to comply with the new code. 
Applications prior to adoption will need to comply with the 2015 NBC. 


